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Road Safety
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Introduction

Key Stage 3 Year 7 Road Safety Unit: 6 lessons

These six lessons follow the recommended secondary strategy structure which includes a starter, main section and a plenary. The units deliver key learning and teaching objectives from the English framework and involve speaking listening, reading and sometimes writing.

In the lessons, pupils engage with a fictional account of a road traffic accident in which a teenage girl is killed. The novel, “Vicky’s Angel”, is written by the popular author Jacqueline Wilson. In this novel, she explores the consequences of a road traffic accident on the lives of those left behind, in particular her best friend, Jade. Jade believes that she is somehow responsible and the novel offers insight into the pressure of guilt as well as opportunities for reflection on how such accidents come about. Other activities require pupils to consider non-literary materials such as the television advertisements and posters from the government’s “Think” campaign. These offer some facts whilst essentially exploring similar issues. 
The activities ensure that pupils are engaged in deeper reflection and discussion of the key message that “road traffic accidents don’t just happen, they are caused and people’s lives can be ruined as a result.”  

How does this road safety unit link to the following?
1. Healthy Schools 

2. Every Child Matters

3. Ofsted inspections 

1. Healthy Schools 

This contributes to the Healthy Schools programme through addressing: Criteria 2 - Physical Activity and Criteria 4 - Emotional Health and Well-being e.g.
· Physical activity e.g. encouraging walking rather than being driven to school

· Emotional Health and Well-being e.g. walking with friends encourages social interaction

2. Every Child Matters

This project contributes to the 5 outcomes of Every Child Matters in the following ways:

1. Be Healthy – The project will help schools address key issues, such as:

· Obesity

· The importance of regular exercise

· Emotional Health and Physical Well-being

· Social Interaction

· Health impact of pollution

2. Stay Safe – The project will help schools raise awareness of issues, such as:

· Personal safety on the roads

· The importance of decision making in relation to personal safety

· Potential hazards on journeys to school

3. Enjoy and Achieve  – The project will help schools deliver a relevant, engaging, and interactive curriculum through:

· Provision of meaningful, life related contexts for learning

· Use of the latest technology 

· Role play and drama

· Simulations

· Discussion of scenarios, data or case studies

4. Positive Contribution – The project will enable students to become more active and responsible citizens through:

· Involving school councils in the development of schools travel plans

· Engaging students in the collection of data through the use of the online database

· Equipping students with the skills to engage in the democratic processes of decision making e.g. lobbying local borough councils over traffic calming measures 

· Debating vital current and future issues e.g. freedom of choice for the individual versus - acting in the best interests of society and the greater good (car damage to the environment)

5. Economic Well-being – The project will involve students in considering:

· Costs and benefits of different modes of transport to school

· Economic sustainability of transport choices

· Assessing costs 
3. Ofsted Inspection

This project will help schools with Ofsted inspections through supporting school self evaluation and addressing four of the five Ofsted judgements e.g. Overall Effectiveness, Personal Development and Well-being, Quality of Provision, Leadership and Management. The project will help schools in responding to Ofsted’s key questions and the Every Child Matters agenda.

Key Website
http://www.thinkroadsafety.gov.uk/campaigns/slowdown/slowdown.htm
This site offers invaluable free government resources for teachers, including film and audio clips, downloadable Powerpoint presentations and free posters. The six lessons refer to these free materials and the novel “Vicky’s Angel” by Jacqueline Wilson.
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