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Rights Respecting School Award
Pupil Focus Group Questions – For Level 1 

Objectives of Pupil Focus Groups 

The objective of conducting pupil focus groups is to see the school through the eyes of its pupils. 

First pupil focus group

Pupil Focus groups should be conducted as soon as the school decides to go for the Award, at the same time as the Audit is being conducted. Both activities can then feed into the Action Plan.

Second pupil focus group

Pupil Focus Groups should then be done again when the school thinks it has achieved all the Benchmarks for Level 1 and wants to be assessed. 

Evidence 

The feedback from these Focus Groups will be regarded as essential evidence by UNICEF UK assessors. 

Conducting the Pupil Focus Groups

Pupils should be selected to be representative of the school catchment, i.e. diversity and ability level. 

You should aim to conduct at least 2, but preferably up to 4 pupil focus groups, of different age pupils across the school. Six is probably the maximum number for a group. It is for schools to decide who is the best person to interview the children. This might be a teacher, a teaching assistant, a parent helper or a governor.
Using the Focus Group Questionnaire

The art of conducting focus groups is to ask broad questions and let pupils respond freely – think of it as a structured discussion/conversation. The person facilitating the group, or even better, a scribe, captures the main points the pupils say.  Sometimes they will provide the information you want with little prompting, sometimes it needs a number of probing questions to elicit responses on certain issues. Sometimes, depending on the age group, they may have little to say on a topic.

This form has two columns indicating topics and questions, and one on which to capture responses. It is not the intention that every single question should be asked. 

The Topic column indicates the range of issues you want pupils to respond to; the Question column gives a selection of questions to choose from. Many times, when pupils talk freely they will spontaneously cover most of the topics and questions with little prompting. 

Rights Respecting School Award

Pupil Focus Group Questions – For Level 1 

Name of interviewer:




Date:

Name of school:





Name of LA:

Each Focus Group of six pupils will take about 45 minutes. 

	Pupils' first and family names
	Year, classes/form groups

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


This is the First time this Focus Group has taken place.

This is the Second time this Focus Group has taken place.

	1. Whole school ethos and quality of relationships



	Topics in this section

(Safety ( Actions to promote good relationships and behaviour 

(Treatment of ‘difference’  (Bullying  ( Racism  (Sexism 

( Relationships: Adult / child   (Older/ younger children  

(Feeling valued and respected  (Listened to  (Treated fairly/ Equal opps.   

(Knowledge of each child’s background   (School sanctions/ fairness

	Suggested questions

Feeling safe
Do you feel safe, happy and well (in the classroom, playground, dining hall)?

Do you think everyone else feels safe, happy and well (in the.etc.)?
Do you and the grown-ups ever talk about what you can all do to make sure that everyone feels safe, happy and well (in the etc.)?

Treatment of difference/ bullying/ racism/ sexism 

What happens if a new child arrives in your class?

Supposing that new child was in some way different from everyone else? Say, they had an unusual name or they believed in a different religion or they were a different colour from most other children . . .what  would happen? do you think anyone would call them names? Do you think they would be happy to be in your class?

Are children in this school ever nasty to each other? What do they do/say? (bullying, racism, etc.) 

Do some children get picked on by others? Why do they get picked on?(Bullying, racism etc)

 What about how boys treat girls? Is this always good?

Relationships 

How do you get on with the older children? 

Do they do any special things to help you? (in your classroom, at playtime or lunchtime)?

How do the grown-ups in school treat you?

Do they treat you fairly?

Do you have any special school clubs or lunchtime /after school activities/ Does everyone get the same chance to join in?

Adults knowledge of children

Do the grown ups know all the important things about you, e.g. if you speak any languages apart from English; how to say your name properly; where your family come from?

Fairness 

Say you break a school rule or do something naughty and get seen by a grown up and you get punished, are the punishments fair?

(if appropriate) Do you think that making children’s rights important will change/has changed the school in any way?
Has it changed how children treat each other? Has it changed how grown-ups treat children? Has it changed how children behave towards grown-ups?


	Responses


	2. Knowledge and understanding of UNCRC, other rights issues and responsibilities


	Topics in this section

(Understanding of Wants, Needs and Rights? 

(Knowledge of UNCRC? ( Knowledge of important Articles? 

(Rights in the curriculum  (Rights and Responsibilities  

(Impact of rights work in the school    



	Suggested questions 

Understanding of Wants, Needs 
What does everyone need to grow up safe and well?

Have you heard of things called Wants and things called Needs? 
What is the difference between a Want and a Need? Can you give me an example of something that is a Need/Want?

Knowledge of Rights

Have you ever heard of things called Rights? 

What are Rights? Can you think of any rights that you all have?

Do you think rights are important? Why?

How/when did you learn about rights?

Knowledge of the Convention

Have you ever heard of a special long list of rights called the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child?

What do you know about it? Is this where your rights come from?

Do you think people in this school think rights are important? Grown-ups? Children? Everybody or just some children and grown-ups?

Which grown-ups do you hear talking about rights? 

Where do they talk about rights?

(KS3 and 4) Which Articles are most important to you / are you most interested in?

Rights in the curriculum

When have you learned about rights? In which subjects?

Rights and Responsibilities

How can we make sure that everyone (in school) is able to enjoy their rights? 

Do you know what Responsibilities are? Can you give me an example?

What special jobs can children do in your school?

Tell me what you do when you are being responsible.

Impact of rights on the school

Do you think adults respect your rights? 

How do they show this?

Do you think pupils respect each others rights? Examples? 

Do you think people respect other’s rights in the classroom? Examples?


	Responses 


	3. Teaching and learning: are classrooms rights-respecting places?



	Topics in this section

(Class charters  (Impact of charters  

(Feel listened to in class

(Discussion with teachers on effectiveness of teaching on their learning

(Making choices  (Ownership of the classroom?  Fair chances and equality for all?

(Peer Education



	Suggested questions 

Classrules 

In your class, do you and your teachers and the other the grown-ups ever talk about what you can all do to make sure that everyone feels safe and happy and can work well in your class?
Have you ever written anything down about this? Is there anything on display about this?

(If class charters . .) Tell me about how your class charter came to be written? What happened first . . ?

Do you think class charters are a good idea? Do they make a difference?

Feel listened to 

Are the grown-ups in your classroom good at listening to you? Are they interested in what you have to say?

How do your teachers know how you are getting on in your work? What would you do if you were stuck . . . or didn’t understand something that your teacher wanted you to learn? 

Does your teacher use any special ways of finding out how you have all got on with your work; whether you have all understood something?

Do the children in your class have a chance to talk to the teacher about how they learn things?
Making choices 

Can you ever choose what you will learn about or how you will find out about something?

Does you teacher ever let you find out things for your self or with other children?

Do you think everyone in your class gets a fair chance to do their best? Does it make a difference who you are, e.g. a girl or a boy, to your chance to do your best?

Do the children in your class have a chance to say how things should be organised in your clasroom?

Peer education 

Do children ever get the chance to teach things to other children?

Subject by subject approach needed in secondary schools


	Responses


	4. Pupil voice and empowerment: pupil participation and democracy



	Topics in this section 

(Opinions valued    (Listened to?

(Empowered to influence the way things are organised in school

(Can effect change    (School council  (How does it work?

(Inclusivity of School Council    (What has it achieved?

(Improving the school   (Contact with Governors

(Staff appointments


	Suggested questions

Opinions valued  

Are the grown-ups in school good at listening to your opinions and what you have to say? 

What about the older children . . .?

Do children ever get a chance to say what they think about how things are done in your school? Supposing  you  think something could be changed for the better? 

Influencing how things are run

Do you think children have enough say in how the school is run?

School Council

Do you have a School Council?

If not, how you have any say in how the school is run?

Do you think the SC is a good idea?

Can you think of something the SC has done to make the school a better place?

If you are not a school councillor, how do you find about what the SC has been talking about at their meeting? 

How can you share your ideas and opinions with the SC? Do you feel your ideas and opinions are taken seriously by your school councillor?

Would you make any changes to the SC and how it works?

Does your teacher make enough time for you all to talk about SC meetings and talk about what you all want to tell the SC?

Contact with governors

Do you know about school governors? Do children ever get to meet any of the school governors? What about school councillors?

What would you change about the school if you could change anything?

Staff appointments

Do you, or any of the pupils of the school, have a say in staff appointments/

How do you do this?


	Responses 


	Questions for School Councillors – if appropriate to the school


	Topics for this section

(Organisation   (Agenda-setting and control

(Impact on school    (Valued by others; Adults; Children

(Power   (Communications

	Suggested questions 

Organisation

How do you get to be a school councillor?

How long are you a SC for?

How often does the SC meet?

How are SC meetings organised? When do they happen? For how long?

Agenda setting and control 

Who chairs the meetings?

What sorts of things have you talked about as a SC?

Who decides what you talk about?

Impact on school 

Have you made a difference to the school?

Do you think grown-ups think the SC is important?

Do the other children think the SC is important?

Does the SC have enough power to make changes to the school?

Communications

How do you find out what other children think about things?

How do you tell the others in your class what you have been talking about and deciding at SC meetings?

Do you think the SC is a good thing for the school?
	Responses

	5. Children’s rights and global citizenship



	Topics in this section 

(Rights and global justice     (Rights of others globally

(Taking action      (Responsibilities towards others globally

(Responsibility for the environment   (Making a difference


	Suggested questions

Rights and global justice

What have you learned about people who live in different places around the world?

Have you learned about people in different places and their rights? What about people in different countries?

Why do you think some people are very poor and other people seem to have lots of money?

Rights of others globally and taking responsibility

Does everyone in the world have the same rights as you do?

Do you think that poverty and rights are linked in any  way?

What can we all do to make the world a better place for everyone? Do we all have any special responsibilities? 

Taking action

What have children done in your school to make things better for people or to show that they care for the world?

Responsibility for the environment

What have you learned about what we can do to stop things being wasted, so that we don’t throw things away unnecessarily, or use to much of valuable resources like water or electricity or gas?

Has this got anything to do with children’s rights?

Have you learned about things like Fair Trade, child labour, how war affects children’s lives, why so many people in some parts of the world are so poor?

Making a difference

Do you feel that you can make a difference to make the world a better place?

	Responses 


	6. Closing questions



	Suggested questions

Is there anything else you would like to tell me?

Is there anything you would change about the school if you could?

Do you think this school should get an award as being a school that respects everyone’s rights?


	Responses 
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