Practical Tips: Linking with other schools

Below is a range of ideas on how links could be made with other local schools. If there is a School Sport Co-ordinator in your area, a Sports College or a PE adviser they would probably be able to help in setting up and co-ordinating the various initiatives. Sports Development officers can also be a useful source of support.
· Organise informal meeting with other local schools

These meeting could provide opportunities to share ideas and experiences. Meetings both with colleagues from other local schools catering for the same age range and staff from the local school(s) for older/younger age ranges would be beneficial.

· Pool resources and expertise

The pooling of resources and expertise can be particularly beneficial in providing an increased range of out-of-hours clubs for pupils. The out-of-hours programme could be co-ordinated across a group of schools with pupils from participating schools able to join a club at any of the schools in the cluster. If your school is part of a School Sport Partnership, the relevant School Sport Co-ordinator could provide help and support in setting this up. 

A secondary school could provide access to clubs at their site for top year pupils from feeder primary schools. They may also be able to provide staff or students (who have taken an appropriate qualification) from their school to lead or support out-of-hours clubs.

· Organise joint initiatives

Consider organising joint initiatives with other local schools. For example, there could be a dance festival, football festival or aerobics festival with pupils from a particular year group at each participating school taking part on the day.

To ensure year-round opportunities, different schools could arrange a festival each term, with each festival focusing on a different activity and perhaps the age range of the pupils varying each time so that a larger number of children have an opportunity over the year. It is recommended that such festivals take no longer than half a day to allow sufficient time for all children to experience the activity without becoming too tired or bored.

· Establish links between primary, middle and/or secondary schools 
This will help smooth pupils’ transition to their next school and will help to ensure continuity of provision. Links could include:

· Primary PE Co-ordinator/Primary Link Teacher liaising with the Head of PE/School Sport Co-ordinator at the local secondary school(s) to discuss, for example, curricular provision and ensure continuity 

· Passing on reports and Records of Achievement to pupils’ next school

· Arranging for staff and/or students from the local secondary school(s) to be involved in physical activity provision at primary schools e.g. an activity festival/sports day, involvement in out-of-hours provision or students helping promote activity in the playground at lunchtime

· Arranging for children in the top year of primary school to use the secondary school’s facilities to familiarise them with the site and staff (e.g. through after-school clubs or holiday schemes)

· Arranging for pupils from primary schools to attend taster days or take part in festivals with other feeder schools

· Arrange professional development led by colleagues in other local schools

Consider periodically arranging professional development led by colleagues in other local schools with a particular expertise. PE specialists from secondary schools could be a particularly valuable source for primary schools, particularly if they have Sports College status or have a School Sport Co-ordinator and therefore have a remit to work with their feeder primary schools.

· Arrange joint INSET courses 

Arranging joint INSET courses with other local schools can help to spread costs

Information adapted from BHF Active School Resource Packs 

